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The Rule of Law and the American Dream 

The United States of America is the epitome of freedom and opportunity - a land in 

which all citizens, regardless of their background, can attain prosperity based on equal rights. 

This ideological reality known as the American Dream was founded 250 years ago when the 

Declaration of Independence was signed. It established the rule oflaw - the concept that no 

individual controls or is exempt from the law. Moreover, the rule of law paved the way for the 

American Dream by making the United States a nation of the people and a meritocracy in which 

any citizen can succeed. Therefore, the Declaration of Independence both formed the rule of law 

while also enabling the American Dream, concepts that remain vital to our country's identity 

today. 

In signing the Declaration of Independence, a group of otherwise ordinary citizens 

became America's founding fathers when they instituted the rule oflaw, essentially proposing 

government in the form of a social contract. This idea suggests that the role of government is to 

defend the rights of the people. Hence, the people are not subject to the government. Instead, the 

government is subservient to the people since it must work in their interests. Otherwise, it breaks 










